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The afternoon of Sunday, May 13, felt a bit like a family reunion 
as Austin History Center Association members gathered for the 
organization’s Annual Meeting at the Austin History Center. Besides 
the usual business you would expect from a year-end meeting, the 
event was an opportunity to honor oral history donors – people who 
were interviewed and shared their life stories with AHCA’s Oral 
History Committee in 2016-2017. The video and audio recordings of 

each interview, plus a written transcript, are donated to the AHC and 
are available for use by researchers or the general public.

Each honoree was presented a hand-bound copy of their oral 
history transcript, a keepsake for family or friends. 

Photos taken by AHCA Board Member Anne Wheat, now posted 
on the Austin History Center Association website (AustinHistory.net), 
capture the festive mood of the event.

 Former Austin Mayor Frank Cooksey shares a laugh with 
oral history honoree and union activist Walter Timberlake. 

 Lori Duran is presented the AHCA Volunteer of the Year 
award at the May 13 Annual Meeting. AHCA Executive 
Director Jeff Cohen makes the presentation.

 Members of the East Austin Breakfast Club are 
recognized at the Annual Meeting. Pictured left to right are: 
David Ruiz Villasana, Tony Castillo, and Richard Arzola.

LIFE STORIES HIGHLIGHT ANNUAL MEETING

In a town loaded with landmarks, none is quite as iconic as the 
Romanesque-style hotel at the corner of 6th and Brazos St. in down-
town Austin. Since 1886, the Driskill Hotel has hosted events sig-
nificant on a local, state, and national level, and today it continues 
to serve as the cornerstone of downtown Austin, the vibrant core of 
one of America’s most relevant cities.

Despite its history and elegance, though, times have not always 
been flush for the Driskill. Fifty years ago, the Driskill was on the 
brink of destruction and only the fundraising efforts of a group of 
concerned citizens saved it from demolition. 

“The story of the Driskill Hotel is really a microcosm of the im-
portance we place on these iconic buildings in our community,” said 
Charles Peveto, chairman of the AHCA’s Eberly Luncheon Commit-
tee. “The Driskill has been the absolute epicenter of Austin society 
and politics, but in its darkest hour it took a community-wide effort 
to save it. We want to celebrate that spirit of preservation.” 

The story of the Driskill Hotel – its flamboyant past, its dark-
est moments, its rescue – and the importance of preserving similar 
landmarks in our community will be the focus of the annual Angelina 
Eberly Luncheon, the centerpiece fundraising event for the AHCA. 

The exact date of the event has not yet been determined but it will 
likely be in late January or early February 2018, at the Grand Dame 
herself, the Driskill Hotel.

More specifics about the event will be revealed in the weeks ahead. In 
the meantime, sponsorship information is available at AustinHistory.net. 
Click on the Eberly Luncheon tab at the top of the page.  

Eberly to Explore Community Activism in Saving History

 In the 1960s, the lobby of the Driskill Hotel was still a place to see and be seen. 
The story of the Driskill will launch a broader discussion about the community’s role in 
saving history at the 2018 Angelina Eberly Luncheon. AS-62-35076-5, Austin American-
Statesman Photographic Morgue, Austin History Center, Austin Public Library. 



2

It’s been a year since my last From the Archivist column, and I apologize for the hiatus. It’s 
been quite busy here at the Austin History Center.

My last column mentioned the then upcoming work on the painting in the porch loggia. 
Many of you have probably seen the scaffolding and fencing up around the 9th Street 
entrance to the building these last few months, physical proof that the project has indeed 
started! By the time this newsletter reaches your hands, the work should be done. 

Austin Public Library contracted with Mark van Gelder of Art Conservation Services 
of Austin to perform the restoration and conservation work. Mark has painstakingly color 
matched the original painting and has been restoring each element, color by color. He even 
found the original signature of the two artists, Harold “Bubi” Jessen and Peter Allidi. The 
restored mural brightens up the former main entrance to the building, and standing under it 
now, one can easily imagine how it looked in 1933.

The AHC is also making some changes in staffing, thanks in large part to the efforts of 
the Austin History Center Association. For many years we have needed a Digital Archivist 
to help us better document and preserve Austin’s more recent past. Preserving electronic 
records for posterity requires a specialized skill set, and adding this position will enable 
the AHC to begin actively caring for, and making accessible, born-digital records that help 
us understand and tell the story of Austin. I am thankful to the AHCA for its efforts in 
championing this need and helping make it a reality. We should have the position filled by 
early fall, at which point we can begin this important work.
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The restored mural brightens up the former main entrance to the building, 
and standing under it now, one can easily imagine how it looked in 1933.

More than 100 people came to the AHC the evening of May 9 to hear Eddie Wilson talk 
about his book, Armadillo World Headquarters: A Memoir. Wilson (right), and co-author 
Jesse Sublett (center), shared stories about the famous Austin music landmark and signed 
copies of their book. Many in attendance had their own fond memories of the Armadillo 
– featuring legendary musical performances at an affordable price – and still lament the 
closing of the venue in 1981. “It just ran out of breath,” Wilson told the audience. “I was 
still going,” one man protested. “Yeah, but you weren’t paying enough!” Wilson replied. 
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS
History marches on, and the Austin History Cen-
ter continues to capture and document what it 
can. Since the Spring 2017 issue of Austin Re-
members, 89 donations have come in totaling 
over 56 linear feet of new acquisitions for the 
collections. Here are a few highlights:

• The AHC recently acquired 30 manuscripts 
written by students from the University of 
Texas Department of Radio, Television, and 
Film (RTF) related to Austin movie produc-
tion, movie houses, and communications. The donation was made 
by RTF professor emeritus Dr. Janet Staiger after she was given a 
copy the AHC book Historic Movie Houses of Austin.

• The AHC also received papers from Tom Spencer covering his ca-
reer at KLRU-TV and his civic involvement. Spencer is perhaps 
known best as the Central Texas Gardener one of the longest run-
ning shows on KLRU. He was also very active with the Interfaith 
Action of Central Texas and the I Live Here, I Give Here charitable 
campaign. The collection includes clippings, writings, scrapbooks, 
journals, correspondence, and some recordings of his KLRU shows.

• The AHC also acquired a rare O. Henry manuscript item from a 
Sotheby’s auction. It is a 1905 letter from O. Henry to R. A. Bank-
son and the first page of a draft of a short story to appear in 
Munsey’s Magazine. In the letter, O. Henry explains why he wrote 
most of his stories in pencil on small pieces of scratch paper.

NEWLY PROCESSED COLLECTIONS 
AHC staff and student volunteers continue work to make the collec-
tions more accessible to the public, processing 20 unique manu-
script and photograph collections and over 53,000 items in the last 
three months. You can view inventories of all the AHC’s processed 
collections online at: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/browse/browse_
ahc1.html. Here are a few collections recently completed:

AR.Y.002. Dewitt Clinton Baker Family Papers  
Dewitt Clinton Baker was a druggist and writer in Austin. He also 
served on various city and county government posts during his career.

Baker was born and educated in Portland, Maine and moved to 
Austin with his family around 1850. For 26 years, Baker continued 
the drug business founded by his father at 900 Congress Ave. He 
also published two books on Texas history. One, A Brief History of 
Texas, was the first state history book used in Texas schools. Baker 
also wrote poetry and his verses were published in the newspapers 
as far away as New York City and Portland, Oregon. 

Active in civic affairs, Baker served Austin as both an alderman 
and city treasurer. He was a school trustee for Travis County District 
1 in 1854, when he was only 20 years old. He was also the inspector 
for schools from 1872 to 1877, and the first superintendent of 
Austin schools from 1876 to 1877. Baker was active in the first 
literacy and library association in Austin, and he served as treasurer 
of the Austin Library Association in 1875.  

The collection includes extensive records, including manuscripts 
related to the publication of Baker’s two Texas history books. More 
than a third of the items in the collection do not relate directly to 

Baker but instead relate to his wife and her 
sisters, his children, and other members of 
the Baker-Graham family.

AR.H.024. Henry Hirshfeld Family Papers  
These papers span the years 1845 through 
1954, and document the personal, social, 
religious and business lives of Henry and 
Jennie Hirshfeld, seven of their children, their 
spouses, and their three grandchildren.

Hirshfeld settled in Austin after the Civil 
War and became a business and community leader. He opened a 
mercantile store called Capital Clothing Company on the southeast 
corner of 6th St. and Congress Ave. His store was successful and he 
became a prominent citizen not only in the Jewish community but 
throughout Austin. In 1871 Hirshfeld was the first vice president 
appointed to the new Board of Trade by Texas Governor Edmund 
J. Davis. He also was one of the founding members of Beth Israel, 
Austin’s first Jewish congregation. 

On October 13, 1868, he married Jennie Melasky, the daughter of 
Bernard Melasky, a Jewish immigrant from Poland. Jennie and Henry 
had eight children: Ben (died in infancy); Rosa (about 1871-1955); 
Caroline “Carrie” (about 1872-1886); Samuel (about 1873- ?); Morris 
(1875-1949); Laura (about 1877-1964); Jacob “Jake” (1880-1954); 
and Leila (1886-1973). The couple built a stone cottage at 305 West 
9th St. in 1873 and in 1881, they bought the vacant lots to the east 
of the cottage to build a larger house, which was completed in 1887. 

 Portraits of Leila (Hirshfeld) and Max Bernheim from their wedding memory book, 1910, 
in the Hirshfeld Family Papers.

TO THE

AHC
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Collectively, the buildings are now known 
as the Hirshfeld House and Honeymoon Cottage.

One of the more interesting finds from the Hirshfeld collection was 
recently highlighted on the Austin History Center blog: http://library.
austintexas.gov/blog-entry/consequences-saying-i-do-389881. The 
blog entry chronicles the odd story of the youngest daughter Leila’s 
experiences losing, and then regaining, citizenship because of her 
husband’s confusing immigration status.

AR.2017.016. Austin (Tex.). Mayor’s Office. Robert Harry Akin Records
AR.Z.016. Harry Akin Papers  
Robert Harry Akin, 1903-1976, was Austin mayor from 1967 to 1969, 
but he was best known as the owner of the Night Hawk restaurants 
and for his participation in civil rights causes including working to 
desegregate Austin restaurants. 

Akin was born Sept. 3, 1903, near Longview in East Texas to 
Ollie S. and Robert Harry Akin, Sr. After completing high school, 
Akin attended the University of Texas at Austin as a pre-med student. 
Akin opened the first Night Hawk Restaurant on December 24, 1932 
in an abandoned fruit stand on the corner of South Congress Ave. 
and Riverside Dr. From there, he created a vertically integrated food 
service business that included seven more restaurants; Akin Farm, 
a cattle ranch supplying meat for his restaurants; and a frozen food 
processing plant and retail distribution network. 

While building up his own restaurant business, Akin was also 
involved in various restaurant and civic organizations at the 
local, state, national, and international levels. Beginning with the 
integration of his restaurants in 1959, Akin went on to push for 
desegregation throughout Austin. Akin served on the Austin Human 
Relations Committee as chair, the National Citizens Committee for 
Community Relations, and the Committee of Human Opportunity. He 
also actively supported the proposed Anti-Discrimination Ordinance 
and the Open Housing Ordinance.

Akin first ran for the Place 2 seat on the Austin City Council in 
1965, but lost his bid to Ben White. He ran again two years later 
and was elected to Place 4 on City Council and was appointed mayor 
(during this time the City Council decided amongst themselves who 
served as mayor). His 1969 election bid resulted in defeat, and Akin 
retired from public office. In the remaining eight years before his 
death in 1976 Akin remained active, running his businesses and 
engaging in civic affairs. 

Akin’s papers are divided into two collections – his official mayoral 
papers and records documenting his personal life. The mayoral 
papers consist of correspondence, press releases, speeches, notes, 
newspaper clippings, and a portrait photograph that document Akin’s 
time serving as mayor of the City of Austin, 1967 through 1969. 
His personal papers include correspondence, newspaper clippings, 
writings, meeting minutes, financial documents, memorabilia, and 
photographic materials from 1942 through 1973.

 Harry Akin standing at the counter of his Night Hawk restaurant, March 10, 1958. 
ND-58-323-01, Neal Douglass Photography Collection, Austin History Center, Austin 
Public Library

�A...NEW TO THE AHC  

An effort championed by the Austin History Center Association has 
borne fruit. In July, the Austin History Center received permission to 
hire a full-time digital archivist, identified as an essential need by 
City Archivist and AHC Director Mike Miller. 

The digital archivist will be responsible for the appraisal, 
processing, and preservation of electronic records, including official 
City of Austin archival records, and making those records accessible 
to the public. 

“Over the past 25 years, the City of Austin has created more 
and more electronic records that are being identified as having 
historic and/or archival value,” said Miller. “It’s vital that we have 
the resources in place to manage these records.” 

In this case, resources include not just the archivist position but 

also a long-term software and digital storage solution, which has yet 
to be secured. 

The AHCA effort to win funding and approval for the position 
started in the summer of 2016 as Austin City Council debated 
elements of the city’s 2017 budget. Led by President Charles Betts 
and Executive Director Jeff Cohen, AHCA’s effort featured the active 
support of AHCA Past Mayors Advisory Council, whose members 
engaged the current mayor and members of the Austin City Council 
regarding the position. 

The backlog of digital materials waiting to be archived includes 
official City of Austin records and culturally-significant programming 
from sources such as the Austin Music Network and ATXN, the city’s 
public access channel.  

PERSISTENCE PAYS OFF: 
Digital Archivist Approved for Austin History Center
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The Austin History Center Association has teamed up with a longstanding 
partner to create a new fund for financial donors to support the 
association’s work and mission. 

In 1983, the AHCA used a $5000 gift to seed a new endowment 
account set up through a relatively new tax-exempt community-
focused fund, the Austin Community Foundation. Through the years, 
the Foundation became the go-to place for donors looking to use their 
charitable giving to help make Austin a better place to work and live. 
With the Foundation’s management, AHCA’s $5000 seed has grown 
to a restricted principle of more than $54,000, all the while providing 
modest annual distributions to support AHCA’s ongoing expenses. 

Today, as the non-profit endowment fund continues to expand, 
invested for the long-term, AHCA has taken the fund’s spendable 
balance and opened a new investment fund at Austin Community 
Foundation. 

“Austin Community Foundation has been a terrific partner and 
manager of our endowment fund,” said AHCA Executive Director Jeff 
Cohen. “This new investment fund will give us more flexibility and allow 
us to be a more effective financial donor for the Austin History Center 
while still growing the endowment fund.”

The new investment fund enhances AHCA’s capacity to accept major 
philanthropic gifts to support the Austin History Center as it prepares 
to expand operations into the John Henry Faulk Central Library building.

AHCA’s fund expansion comes as the Foundation prepares to 
celebrate its own history. On October 18, the Foundation will host a 
birthday party at the Long Center, celebrating 40 years of bringing 
together philanthropists, resources, and ideas to shape Austin’s future. 
Visit 40x40Austin.org to learn more.

New Fund Expands AHCA Partnership and Donor Options 

 AHCA Executive Director Jeff Cohen, AHCA Board Member Charles Peveto, and 
Austin Community Foundation CEO Mike Nellis.

ARCHIVIST SPOTLIGHT  O

The Austin History Center’s African 
American Community Archivist, 
LaToya Devezin, discusses the history 
of Juneteenth and African Americans 
in Travis County during a June 20 
program at the Pflugerville Public 
Library’s Heritage House Museum. 
Juneteenth commemorates June 
19, 1865, when slaves in Texas and 
other southern states first learned the 
Civil War had ended and that they 
were free. Devezin organized and 
presented the Juneteenth program 
eight times during the month of June.

To donate to either of AHCA’s tax-exempt ACF funds, contact AHCA Executive Director 
Jeff Cohen at 512-484-4118, or Cybil Guess, Austin Community Foundation, Vice President 

of Donor Relations, at 512-220-1194.



6

Austin History Center staff recently completed several projects that 
provide improved access to documentation of Austin’s architectural 
heritage. 

First, the AHC completed a 2017 TexTreasures Grant Project 
cataloging negatives in the Dewey Mears Photograph Archive. With 
$25,000 in funding from the U. S. Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, administered through the Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission, AHC staff cataloged about 50,000 negatives by Dewey 
Mears documenting Central Texas architecture, businesses, people, 
and events from the 1940s through the 1990s. 

Dewey Mears was the preeminent architectural photographer in 
the Austin area during the latter half of the 20th century. While 
he took on a variety of jobs, including advertising photography 
and portraits, his work primarily documents Texas architecture, 
especially buildings in the celebrated mid-century modern style. 
Mears reproduced renderings and drawings, photographed building 
construction, and documented finished buildings. Among the 

 Westwood Country Club, designed by Fehr & Granger, photographed by Dewey 
Mears, August 1957. DM-57-24191, Dewey Mears Photograph Archive, Austin 
History Center, Austin Public Library.

ALL ABOUT 
    ARCHITECTURE: 

RECENT PROJECTS
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architectural firms represented in the collection are Jessen Jessen 
Millhouse & Greeven; Fehr & Granger; Kuehne Brooks & Barr; and 
Page Southerland Page. Prominent buildings pictured include 
Austin’s Municipal Auditorium, the Flawn Academic Center at the 
University of Texas, the Commodore Perry Hotel, the Driskill Hotel, 
and Villa Capri restaurant and hotel. 

The TexTreasures grant project was managed by photo archivist 
Nicole Davis and carried out by two part-time, temporary assistants. 
They organized the negatives, entered information into a database, 
rehoused the items into archival sleeves and boxes, and then 
transferred the boxes to cold storage for long-term preservation. 
Details of the collection are accessible through a finding aid on 
Texas Archival Resources Online. An AHC webpage also describes 
the collection: https://tinyurl.com/y7lsvb8l. A selection of several 
hundred digitized images are currently being prepared to be posted 
on the Portal to Texas History website. 

To celebrate the completion of the grant, the AHC mounted an 
exhibit, Austin at Mid-Century: Photographs by Dewey Mears, which 
opened on August 29th in the David Earl Holt Photo Gallery at the 
AHC. The exhibit showcases more than 20 images illustrating mid-
century life and architecture in Austin.

Focus on Fehr & Granger 
Concurrently, the AHC has also been improving access to the Fehr 
& Granger Drawings and Records. Arthur Fehr and Charles Granger 
established their firm in Austin in 1946, when the era of mid-century 
modernism was just beginning in the United States. Fehr & Granger 
undertook a wide range of design projects including residences, churches, 
schools, and commercial buildings that garnered them numerous 
awards. The AHC’s media technician, Grace McEvoy, scanned all the 
photographs in the Fehr & Granger collection. Using those images, she 
and exhibits coordinator Steve Schwolert created a web exhibit about 
the firm and their work. You can find it at http://tinyurl.com/yd8lus7k.

Meanwhile, processing archivist Molly Hults led a partnership 
with the Austin chapter of the American Institute of Architecture 
to host an exhibit of Fehr & Granger drawings and photographs 
and planned related events. Fehr & Granger, Architects – Austin 
Modernists is on display at the Austin Center for Architecture, 801 
West 12th Street, until November 15, 2017. 

Lastly, Hults and volunteer Toni Thomasson created a series of oral 
histories with local architects with support from the Austin Foundation 
for Architecture. The first interviews are now available online at https://
tinyurl.com/ybr2qvyt. The interviews available include Evan Taniguchi 
about his father Alan Taniguchi, Bob Coffee, Donna Carter, Girard 
Kinney, Chuck Croft, David Hoffman, and the late Tom Shefelman. 

 Vice President Lyndon Johnson speaks at the dedication of the control tower and 
terminal building at Austin’s Robert Mueller airport, May 1961. Fehr & Granger 
designed the iconic tower. PICA 15898, Austin History Center, Austin Public Library.

 Charles Granger and Arthur Fehr, 1958, DM-58-24725, Photograph by Dewey 
Mears. DM-58-24725, Dewey Mears Photograph Archive, Austin History Center, 
Austin Public Library.

If you have an interest in collecting stories from people who have helped 

shape our city’s history, mark your calendar for Sunday, Oct. 29.

From 1 to 4 p.m., the Austin History Center Association’s Oral History 

Committee will host a free training session on collecting oral history. The 

workshop will be held at the Austin History Center. Leading the workshop 

will be Lila Rakoczy, Texas Historical Commission’s Military Oral History 

Coordinator, who specializes in collecting military and family histories, 

marginalized histories, and local and community histories. Workshop 

participants will learn how to conduct, record, and transcribe all types 

of oral histories. 

There is no charge to attend the workshop, but reservations are 

required. Space is limited to 50 participants. Parking at the AHC is free 

on Sundays. Reserve a seat by emailing Allison Supancic at asupancic@

austinhistory.net. She will confirm your reservation and send additional 

workshop details.  If you do not have access to email, register by calling 

Phoebe Allen at 512-627-8170.

AHCA TO HOST ORAL HISTORY WORKSHOP



AUSTIN HISTORY CENTER (AHC)  -  810 Guadalupe (at 9th)
Open Tue.–Sat. 10am – 6pm & Sun. 12pm – 6pm    Call 512-974-7480 SAVE THESE DATESSAVE THESE DATES

Visit AustinHistory.net for more specific information about these and other upcoming events.

OCT. 17 
The Broken Spoke: 
Austin’s Legendary Honky-Tonk   
6:30 p.m., AHC

OCT. 29 
Collecting Oral Histories Workshop  
1:00 to 4:00 p.m., AHC

NOV. 4-5  
AHCA and Waterloo Press at the Texas 
Book Festival, Capitol grounds

EARLY 2018
Angelina Eberly Luncheon   
Driskill Hotel

You Need to Get Out More   
BY GEOFF WOOL
For a history buff who grew up playing baseball, it doesn’t get much better than 
what took place the afternoon of July 16 at the AHC. There, five members of the 
1951 North Austin Lions Little League All-Star team recalled their trip to William-
sport, Pennsylvania to represent Texas in the Little League World Series. 

The five – Lester Kitchen, Sam Bowman, Harvey Mabry, Alton Greeven, and 
Billy Cartwright – all now in their late 70’s – were the core of the only Austin-
area Little League team to ever make it to the annual end-of-season national 
tournament; pretty heady stuff for 11 and 12-year-olds from a town of, what 
was then about 135,000 people. The teammates still remember the games they 
won to qualify for the tournament, certain kids from opposing teams, the thrill of 
meeting baseball legends Stan Musial and Cy Young, and, of course, the World 
Series itself, which ended when Austin lost the championship game to a team 
from Stamfod, Connecticut.

A video of the reunion, a news story about the event, and a newsreel clip 
about the 1951 Little League World Series are now posted on YouTube. Enter 
1951 North Austin Little League in the search window to find the videos.

 Lester Kitchen identifies himself in a photo of the 1951 North Austin Lions 
Little League All-Stars. As a 12 year-old, Kitchen’s pitching helped propel the 
team to the Little League World Series. 
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