Austin Remembers.
AUSTIN HISTORY CENTER ASSOCIATION

“THE COLLECTIVE MEMORY OF AUSTIN & TRAVIS COUNTY”

SPRING 2020

ANGELINA EBERLY GRACES HER NAMESAKE LUNCHEON
to talk politics or take refuge from the rigors
“Damn! Damn Houston!”
of frontier life. Eberly, played by Austin actor
It didn’t take long for guests at the Feb. 7
Cyndi Williams, served as the central character,
Angelina Eberly Luncheon to get the drift that
engaging the likes of Susanna Dickinson,
the program this year would be a whole lot
Tonkawa Chief Placido, Jacob Fontaine, Edwin
different than in years past.
Waller, and Count De Saligny, the French Charge
“That belly-scraping snake Sam Houston
d’Affaires. The drama culminated, of course,
has slithered back to the swamp with our new
with Eberly’s fateful cannon shot that alerted the
republic clinched in his teeth,” declared Ted
rest
of the townspeople that a posse, acting on
Eubanks as he meandered his way through the
orders from Sam Houston, was making off with
crowded luncheon ballroom, setting the tone for
the Republic of Texas archives, the only tangible
drama that was to follow.
element backing Austin’s claim as capital of the
Eubanks, a certified interpretive planner
emerging republic. And the rest, as they say, is
and driving force behind Our Austin Story,
 Austin actress Cyndi Williams, who played
history.
an interpretive plan for Austin’s four historic
Angelina Eberly, was the central character in
This year’s Eberly Luncheon drew more
squares and Congress Avenue, set the stage for the one-act skit, Our Austin Story: Pigs, Papers
and Mrs. Eberly’s Tavern. Photo by Jim Innes.
than 300 business associates, city leaders;
Our Austin Story: Pigs, Papers and Mrs. Eberly’s
Tavern, a one-act skit that unfolded amidst the tables and chairs as newcomers and longtime residents of Austin, including 52 sponsors
that helped ensure the luncheon was a fundraising success. In
guests finished their lunch in the historic Millett Opera House.
A team of Austin actors brought the skit to life and soon, luncheon keeping with the theme of Our Austin Story circa 1842, guests were
guests were transported back to New Year’s Eve 1842 and Angelina served a well-crafted lunch created from foods that were readily
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Eberly’s tavern, where some of Austin’s earliest citizens gathered available in the 1840s such as

Letter from the AHCA President Lee Cooke

Not since the closing days of World War I has
Austin experienced a health crisis like the one
we face today with the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the fall of 1918, a worldwide flu epidemic
forced Mayor A.P. Wooldridge to close the city
for almost a month in an attempt to curtail
its spread. While the flu claimed the lives
of approximately 200 citizens in Austin, it

was much worse throughout America where
675,000 perished. Estimates indicate the
flu killed between 40 to 50 million people
worldwide.
Today, as we adjust our lives to help stop
the spread of COVID-19 and the coronavirus,
members of the AHCA Board of Directors
and staff send best wishes to each member
and their families in this difficult time. We
encourage you to continue to follow the
guidance of our health experts and local
officials as we collectively do what we can to
stop the spread of this disease.
While we are uncertain what the next few
weeks and months will hold for our AHCA
community due to COVID-19, I want to take
a moment and thank all who have made the
first nine months of my role as your president

truly exceptional. Together, we have moved
AHCA forward, achieving many goals and
setting new, aggressive ones. We have
enhanced our budget process with an eagle
eye on how we spend our money. More and
more citizens are joining us to ensure Our
Austin Story is preserved and documented
in the years ahead. In fact, today the AHCA
has more members than at any other point in
the association’s 40-year history.
Looking back at how Austin confronted
the 1918 flu reminds us how important it
is to preserve our history and learn what we
can from it. To see highlights from the past
year showing how AHCA is helping preserve
and tell Our Austin Story, go to page 3.
Lee Cooke
President, Austin History Center Association
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Since the publication of the last edition of Austin
Remembers, the Austin History Center has
added new donations to its collections.
Here are a few highlights of these recent
acquisitions:
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Austin Jewish Community Archive
In late 2019, the AHC officially launched a new collections initiative, the Austin Jewish
Community Archives project. The project is being developed by a volunteer citizen
committee whose members share a common interest in preserving the history of the
Jewish community in Austin. The time is ripe for creating such an archive by digitizing
paper records and ephemera before they are lost, thus saving information that will help
future generations understand the issues faced by those in the Austin Jewish community.
The AHC is serving as the institutional host for this project. Members of the committee
include representatives from each of the three main Jewish congregations in Austin and
the Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies at the University of Texas.
The project saw its first major acquisition with the arrival of the Phillip Spertus Austin
Jewish Community Center Records. Spertus served as a leader in the Austin Jewish
Community Plan, which was organized in response to the need for an Austin Jewish
Community Center. The records contain documentation of the planning and development
of the Jewish Community Center through correspondence, clippings, agendas, minutes,
reports, financial records, and notes dating largely from 1991 to 1999. The collection has
been processed and is now available to researchers, with the inventory online at: legacy.
lib.utexas.edu/taro/aushc/00754/ahc-00754.html.
Moving forward, the project has launched two committees; an oral history committee
and an archival acquisitions committee; to help build out the collection. Future initiatives
include using the archives to develop scholarship initiatives, symposia, and public
programming.
Highlights of other recent acquisitions include:
• A donation of digital photographs
created
by
Arvind
Raman
documenting Saheli, now Asian
Family Support Service of Austin.
The photographs capture outreach
events and Bollywood Bash
fundraising events dating from
2004-2014. This acquisition led
to an exhibit and event celebrating
Saheli’s 28th anniversary, cosponsored by the AHC and the  Members of Saheli gather for their first Saheli Walk for Safe
Families. 1990s, Saheli Records, AR.2018.042(001), Austin
Asian American Resource Center. History Center, Austin Public Library.
• AHC also acquired 6.2 linear feet
of photographs (including cabinet photographs, daguerreotypes, tintypes, and cartesde-viste), scrapbooks, and papers documenting the Weed, Brush, and Abbott families,
dating from the 1860s to 1960s. Please note that advanced notice is required to view
these photographs.

NEWLY PROCESSED COLLECTIONS
AHC staff and student volunteers continue to work to make the collections more accessible
to the public, processing 18 unique manuscript and photograph collections and over
28,000 items in the last four months. You can view inventories of all of the AHC’s
processed collections online at: legacy.lib.utexas.edu/taro/browse/browse_ahc1.html.
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Here are a few collections recently completed:
AR.2019.034. Wahrenberger and Lindeman Families Papers
This collection documents the lives of two Austin-based families,
related by marriage, that descended from Swiss immigrant John
Wahrenberger, who settled his family in Austin in 1839. The
families’ papers consist of photographs, correspondence, genealogy
research, memorabilia, and real property records dating largely from
the 1870s to 1970s.
legacy.lib.utexas.edu/taro/aushc/00744/ahc-00744.html
AR.2017.008. Tom Spencer Papers and Recordings
Spencer is a well-known figure in the Austin nonprofit community,
and former host and producer for public affairs programs at KLRUTV. The collection contains newspaper articles, photographs,
journals, correspondence, writings, certificates, and video recordings
documenting his career at KLRU. It also includes collected writings
on spirituality and Spencer’s recurring gardening column in the
Austin Chronicle, as well as notebooks and administrative materials
pertaining to his involvement with religious and environmental
organizations in Austin from the 1980s through the present.
legacy.lib.utexas.edu/taro/aushc/00747/ahc-00747.html

 Wahrenberger home, ca. 1870s. Image # AR-2019-034-005A-657, Austin
History Center, Austin Public Library.

AR.2002.020. Irene Gonzales Papers
Irene Gonzales is an Austin-based actor who has performed in Spanish,
English, and bilingual plays. Her papers contain scripts, clippings,
correspondence, posters, photographs, and schedules documenting
her acting work as well as various community engagements.
legacy.lib.utexas.edu/taro/aushc/00751/ahc-00751.html

AHCA Highlights from 2019-2020
Focus on the Faulk

the AHC’s fiscal agent for a grant to the Texas State Library to enable
a digital project of the Austin American-Statesman photo morgue.

In the summer of 2019, the AHCA Board adopted a program of work
with an overarching focus on the future of the late 1970s-era John
Henry Faulk Library building and Austin’s first permanent library
building, opened in 1933, which in 1980 became the Austin History
Center. Acting on the directive from Austin voters in the 2018 bond
election, the City of Austin is making repairs to the Faulk building to
bring it up to safety and building code and the city has decided to
combine repairs for both buildings — the Faulk and the current AHC
building — into one construction package. Repairs to both buildings
are expected to be completed by the end of 2022. Long-term,
the AHCA would like to see these buildings become a world-class
research and archival complex, but it will take considerable money
to convert buildings designed as libraries for this new use. More on
that in the weeks and months ahead.

More Documented History
AHCA’s Waterloo Press secured underwriting and published two
books since last June — Icons of the Eighties by Bill Leissner and
Indelible Austin Volume III by Austin American-Statesman writer
Michael Barnes.

More Membership Events
The creation of our popular Membership Spotlight Events has helped
grow and diversify the roster of AHCA members. The 11th Annual
Angelina Eberly Luncheon set records and broke new ground for
creative presentation.

Financial Report

Enhancing the AHCA Endowment

The board has established new fiscal policies while reviewing the
organization from by-laws and insurance to enhanced membership
benefits. As of Feb. 29, AHCA had $231,000 in current assets and
two endowment funds totaling $69,000, which provide interest for
annual operations. Cash assets for operational use by the association
totaled $137,000. Other asset included the inventory of Waterloo
Press. Over the past nine months, average monthly expenses were
roughly $16,000. AHCA’s new fiscal year starts June 1.

To mark the 40th anniversary of the AHCA, the board recently
reactivated the Life Membership program, initiated in 1993, to fund
the AHCA endowment. See the story on the next page.

Direct Support for Austin History Center
AHCA provided money to help the AHC hire interns and contributed 15
additional oral histories to the AHC archives. AHCA is also serving as
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�A... EBERLY Colorado River Bass Chowder with Irish Potatoes,
Texas Pecan Crusted Free Range Chicken, Creamy Grits with Warm
Fig & Pecan Glaze, and Molasses Corn Skillet Cake with Macerated
Blackberries and Homemade Ricotta and Lemon Zest. The recipes
were developed by Austin Club Master Chef Matt Barry.

AHCA President Lee Cooke dedicated this year’s luncheon to Sue
Brandt McBee, the founder and inspiration of the Austin History Center
and the Austin History Center Guild, which later became the AHCA.
Plans are underway for next year’s Angelina Eberly Luncheon,
which will feature the second installment of Our Austin Story.

 A portrait of Sue Brandt McBee serves as the backdrop as Angelina Eberly Luncheon Chair Charles Peveto (right) poses with AHCA member Luci Baines Johnson and former
AHCA President Charles Betts and his wife, Sylvia (left). The portrait of McBee was painted by Austin artist Ann Cofrin Baldeschwiler. Photo by Jim Innes.

 President Lee Cooke poses with new AHCA members Harlan Cooper (left) and
Trammel Cooper (right). Photo by Jim Innes.

 President Lee Cooke (right) welcomes new sponsor Dee Garcia. Photo by Jim Innes.

 AHCA Volunteer Committee Chair Lori Duran (left), Roy Rushing, and Ruthann
Rushing, chair of the AHCA Oral History Committee. Duran was instrumental in
promoting the Eberly Luncheon, writing and placing articles in several online
publications. Photo by Jim Innes.

 Former Austin Mayor and AHCA member Ron Mullen with AHCA Waterloo Press
Committee Chair Kathleen Davis Niendorff.
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 Don Toner, producing artistic director and founder of
the Austin Playhouse, directed Our Austin Story: Pigs,
Papers and Mrs. Eberly’s Tavern.

 AHCA President Lee Cooke congratulates Angelina
Eberly Luncheon Chair Charles Peveto for his committee’s
work planning the luncheon. Photo by Jim Innes.

 Paullette MacDougal, author of Our Austin Story:
Pigs, Papers and Mrs. Eberly’s Tavern.

1 1 th an n ual an g e li na e b e r ly lu n ch eo n
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COMMENTS FROM GUESTS
AT THE 2020 ANGELINA
EBERLY LUNCHEON
Captain Millett congratulates
you again on your brilliant
success Friday. WOW. We are
still receiving emails from our
guests raving about one thing or
another that delighted them that
had not been done before, gently
reminding me they hope to be
invited against next year and
wanting to know what the next
chapter in Our Austin Story will
be. That’s success!
– Laura Fowler,
Managing Shareholder,
The Fowler Law Firm PC
Wonderful event!
– Bob Woody,
“Our Austin Story” Sponsor

Sponsors

4 0 th ahca an n ive rsary s ponsor
McBee Family Foundation

“ ou r

austi n story ” s ponsors

St. David’s Foundation
Westminster
Brenda and Bob Woody
Jenniann and Matt McKnight
and Blind Pig Pub

Michael Butler Family
Beth Granger and Nancy Harper
Capitol Chevrolet
Bryan Hardeman
Nancy and Oscar Robinson

arch ives war s ponsors

Richard Gilbane
Austin Public Library
Henna Chevrolet
Beacon Nonprofit Consulting
Highland Resources, Inc.
Cain Foundation
Luci Baines Johnson and Ian Turpin
Downtown Austin Alliance
Texas Gas Service

1 80 th year of fou n di ng of austi n s ponsors
ABC Bank
Austin Energy
Sylvia and Charles Betts
Terrell Blodgett
The Bowman Family
Mary Ann Bradfield and Family
Centro Development
Lee Cooke
Colin Corgan
Linda and Tom Cummins
Yasmiris and Jeffrey Dochen
Ann and Leonard Dolce
Beth Fowler and Mike Buls
The Fowler Law Firm PC
Frost
Dee Garcia

Sandy Gottesman
GSD&M
H-E-B
Becky and Robert Heiser
John C. Horton III
ICB Bank Austin
Jim Innes
Gordon and Robert Johnson
Rita and Matthew Kreisle
David Kurio Designs
Carol Lindeman and
Anne Wheat
Millett Opera House Foundation
Pearl Events Austin
Judge Bob Perkins
Personiv

 President Lee Cooke introduces the cast for Our Austin Story: Pigs, Papers and Mrs. Eberly’s Tavern.
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Charles Peveto
Preservation Austin
Prominent Title
Schlosser Development
Corporation
Nancy and Alan Schumann
Judge Bob Shannon
Evan Taniguchi
Texas Hotel & Lodging
Association
Toni Thomasson
Visit Austin
Volz and Associates, Inc.
Sonia and Sam Wilson
Foundation

What a terrific Angelina Eberly
Luncheon! I thought the program
was so good and the introduction
“Our Austin Story” with Act One
was so much fun. The printed
program was also well done. Just
want to congratulate you and
your committee on such a grand
accomplishment. I will look
forward to next year and Act Two!
– Meta Butler Hunt,
Event sponsor
Excellent idea to incorporate
Austin Playhouse! And the menu
was really fun. Kudos, Charles
Peveto (Chair, Angelina Eberly
Luncheon Committee)!
– Phoebe Sue Allen
It was such a fun afternoon!
Bravo!
– Linda McCoy

AHC Celebrates Donation of Photos from The Villager

During Black History Month the Austin History Center Holt Gallery
hosted the exhibit, “Our Community, Our Voice: Photographs from
The Villager Newspaper.”
Tommy Wyatt, the publisher of The Villager, produced the first
edition of the paper in 1973. Then, as now, The Villager was a free
community service weekly with an emphasis on social, political,
and business happenings in Austin’s African-American community.
Photos taken by Wyatt and other newspaper staff captured the
vibrancy of Austin’s black community through the activities of local
residents from the mid-1970s to 2010.
Wyatt knew early on that he wanted the positive news he was
covering in The Villager preserved for historical purposes, so he
started sharing his photos with the Austin History Center.
“They’ve been collecting these pictures over the years,” recalled
Wyatt at the AHC exhibit opening Jan. 30. “Back in the old days, all
the pictures we didn’t use I’d just give them to the Austin History
Center. I’d come down once a month and we’d sit around the table
and I’d identify who was in the picture. And it’s a good thing we did
it then, because I can’t do it now!”

 Publisher of The Villager, Tommy Wyatt, speaks at the opening of an exhibit of
photographs from the newspaper donated to the Austin History Center. Listening are
kYmberly Keeton and Professor Roland Hayes (back).

Although the AHC and the “Our Community, Our Voice” exhibit
are now closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the full Villager
collection containing close to 5000 images will be available for
viewing in the AHC Reading Room, along with issues of The Villager
dating back to 1973. Ask for The Villager Newspaper Photograph
Collection (AR.2001.002). You also can see an online version of the
exhibit on the AHC’s Online Exhibits page of the AHC website.

Statesman Photographs at Center of AHC Grant Application
The AHCA Board of Directors is lending the association’s support
to a state grant application that could provide funding for photo
digitizing equipment for the Austin History Center and more exposure
for photos from a highly valued photo collection.
The TexTreasures Original project grant is offered through the
Texas State Library and Archives Commission and encourages
libraries to provide access to their special or unique holdings and to
make information about the holdings available to library users across
the state. The grant program encourages applications that focus
on community engagement or collaboration with other community
organizations.
The project featured in the AHC grant application would
identify, digitize, and provide broad access to images that capture
communities of color in Austin and throughout Texas. The photos
would be pulled from the Austin-American Statesman Photographic
Morgue collection at the AHC.

If funded, the grant would provide the AHC photo lab with new
equipment to more efficiently digitize 35mm film. It would also pay
for part-time staff to help identify relevant images and cover the
cost of creating two photographic exhibitions based on the project
in 2021.
The images the project identifies will directly support the mission
of the AHC’s Community Archivist program and provide broader
access to materials not easily accessible. The Statesman collection
consists of hundreds of thousands of photographic negatives that
document the news that was reported by the newspaper from
September 26, 1958 to November 1982.
As the newspaper of record for the capital city, the Statesman’s
photo morgue collection is one of the best preserved, in-tact
collections of photojournalism in the state, and an invaluable
resource for exploration of how mainstream media represented
Texas’ communities of color in their daily news coverage.
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ORAL HISTORY
INTERVIEWEES
The following are brief summaries of the 15 Austinites
who donated oral histories during this past year.
Dr. Pat Beckham is a proud graduate of Baylor University and
Baylor Medical School. He practiced plastic and reconstructive
surgery in Austin for more than 48 years but he is perhaps
best known as one of the founders of Austin Smiles, a nonprofit
organization, which has made over 100 trips to Mexico and Central
America providing free cleft lip and palate surgery for more than
6000 children.
Sinclair Black, widely recognized expert in urban design,
architecture, and community advocacy projects, added to his oral
history interview by sharing his “private conspiracies” for making
Austin a better place through his work. Projects and developments
Black references include the Academy House, the Bicentennial
Commission’s Austin Creeks book, the AMLI building (one of the
first successful revitalization projects of downtown), the first Central
Market, and the Seaholm project.
A sixth-generation Texan and running back for the University of
Texas, Terry Boothe had the good fortune to grow up on a farm along
Onion Creek with a view of McKinney Falls. His lifelong love for Texas
began there. He collected Texas antiques from the time he was a
young man, eventually purchasing five buildings on East Sixth St. He
was an early participant in the effort to revitalize downtown Austin
and helped establish the Texas Heritage Songwriter’s Association.
Boothe now lives in Bee Cave on the land once owned by his great
aunt. His interview was filmed in the “Lonesome Dove Saloon” on
the property.
Carrielu Byram Christensen attended Austin High School, Hollins
College, and completed her B.A. in English and French at UT. She
began doing volunteer work for the Junior League by giving art
lectures in public schools and has continued volunteering on boards
of many organizations, including Friends of the Governor’s Mansion,
the Texas Historical Commission, and the Austin Heritage Society.
After years of advising friends on home décor, Christensen set up an
interior design business in 1990.
Wilhelmina Delco, her husband, and four children settled in Austin
in 1952. She remembers how segregationist customs complicated
everyday life, including the seemingly simple act of buying her
children’s shoes. Her desire to make life better for her children
motivated her career in public service. Delco rose from PTA president,
to school trustee as the first African-American elected to office in
Austin. She served 10 terms in the Texas House of Representatives
as the first African-American elected at-large in Travis County. Since
her retirement, she remains an active force in education.
Betty Dunkerley was in her late 40s when she came to Austin,
but she quickly made her mark, first as finance director for the City
of Austin, then later as a member of the Austin City Council. She
was known as the go-to person, the “finagler” who could take what
officials dreamed up and figure out a way to make it happen. In
retirement now, Betty stays busy in her adopted home of Bastrop,
gardening and volunteering in myriad organizations.
Growing up in the early days of school bussing, Harrison Eppright
developed a love for books that fed his life-long learning, which was
enhanced through his career with the library. He has an amazing
memory and recalls prolific details of his life, the history of East

Austin, and the world from the 1950s to the present. For the past
27 years, Harrison has been the face of the Austin Visitor’s Center
and Visit Austin.
Whit Hanks comes from a family that’s been in Austin almost
as long as it has existed. He recalls Sunday dinners (and sherry) at
Sunny Ridge, a family home now the site of Hancock Center. He tells
of his ancestors, childhood, being trained by his father in real estate
investment, his days as a real estate developer, his architectural
antique business, and his career evolving to the hospitality industry.
Mike Edgar spent his youth in the Deep Eddy neighborhood and
Deep Eddy pool. He shares memories of stories he heard about the
history of Deep Eddy and remarkable feats of wonder that took place
there. He talks about his career as a dentist, the wonders of golf, and
his views on the changing Austin.
Margaret Moore, currently Travis County district attorney, has
deep Texas roots. She describes her involvement in politics,
beginning in childhood, through the key events in her political career,
including her re-election campaign for district attorney in 2020.
Moore also has a history of involvement with the Austin music scene.
She shares memories of Kenneth Threadgill and Janis Joplin and
describes present gigs with her band.
After finishing college and landing an advanced-technology job,
Ronny Mack arrived in Austin in 1984. He went on to help create
a large portion of the city’s telecommunications infrastructure, the
foundation for the major tech hub the city has become. Mack also
was instrumental in creating the Austin Music Network and “The Live
Music Capital of The World” brand that’s now recognized worldwide.
Ladd Pattillo grew up a country boy. He descended from German
families that emigrated to the Texas hill country during the mid1800s and settled in the areas we now know as River Place, Avery
Ranch, Spicewood Springs Road and Anderson Lane. Pattillo
became involved in the military during the Vietnam era and rose to
become deputy assistant to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
With a distinguished military, public, and community service career,
he considers his most important job in life being a father.
Sam Sparks, judge of the U.S. District Court for Western District
of Texas, is an Austin native and was an athlete, scholar, and campus
leader at UT. On finishing law school, he moved to El Paso and
successfully practiced law for many years, returning to Austin as a
federal judge to cap his legal career. Well known for carrying heavy
dockets of cases, Judge Sparks states, “God’s first, family second,
and the third is doing what you wanna do.”
Roy Spence is cofounder and chairman of GSD&M, a leading
marketing communications and advertising company. Spence and
three of his friends at UT started the agency, which has helped grow
some of the world’s most successful brands. GSD&M has evolved
into a visionary company with core values that go beyond making
money. Presently, “Reverend Roy” is also cofounder and CEO of
the Purpose Institute, a consulting firm that helps people and
organizations discover and live their purpose.
Growing up on New York Ave. in East Austin, Thomas Clifton
Van Dyke was surrounded by family and neighbors that inspired his
love of education and music. He remembers the many landmarks
and favorite neighborhood spots, now gone, as well lessons he
learned from his childhood mentors and role models. He also
movingly expresses his love for his wife, children and grandchildren.
Van Dyke has a lifetime of distinguished service to the Austin
community, including as the first African-American to hold the
positions of Travis County deputy district clerk and UT assistant
director of Admissions.
7

Faces, Skills Change on AHCA Board
There have been notable departures and arrivals on the AHCA
Board of Directors.
Charles Page, a fifth generation
Austinite and former chair of the AHCA
Membership Committee, announced
he is leaving the board to dedicate
more time to his business, Austin
Air Balancing Corp. Noting that Page
was co-chair of the committee that
planned the first AHCA Membership
Spotlight Event, President Lee Cooke
said of Page, “It is keenly appreciated
that he has indicated he will be very
actively involved in upcoming Spotlights going forward.”
Also leaving the board is former
Austin American-Statesman reporter
and editorial page editor Arnold
Garcia.
“While he will continue as a vital
member of AHCA, bringing his depth
of perspective from his years as an
Austin journalist, we’ll miss Arnold’s
leadership in member expansion,
which grew over 300% while he was
involved in that effort” said Cooke.
At its February meeting, the AHCA board elected two new
members to fill the Page and Garcia vacancies. Dr. Rachel S. Ruiz
and Cynthia O’Keeffe were each elected to serve until May 31, 2022.
Ruiz is currently the dean of Student Services at the Riverside
and Cypress Campus of Austin Community College. With a Master
of Public Administration from Harvard and Ph.D. in Philosophy
from the University of Texas, Rachel brings accomplished, career
leadership skill in policy to the board.
“The faster Austin grows, the faster Austin will change,” said Ruiz.
“As a native Austinite, my interest in joining the AHCA is to preserve

the rich history that many of us have
experienced and loved. I look forward
to participating in promoting exhibits,
programs and events to ensure that
the new residents and our family
members and friends will come to
appreciate the culture that has made
Austin what it is today.”
O’Keeffe recently retired as the
deputy chief of litigation in the Fraud
Division of the Texas Office of the
Attorney General. With a Bachelor of Science in Communication
from UT and Juris Doctor from St. Mary’s University, O’Keeffe brings
significant knowledge in historical research and testimony to AHCA’s
vision to make the current Austin History Center building and 1979
Faulk library building the core of an Austin history research and
archival campus. She has been serving on AHCA’s Oral History
Committee and is a descendent of the notable Tobin family, who
had several retail stores along Congress Ave. in the 1870s.
“My passion for the preservation
of Austin history was ignited in 2017
when I learned that my great-greatgrandmother’s (Ida Tobin’s) house
at 405 West 14th St. was in danger
of demolition,” recalled O’Keeffe.
“Utilizing historical photographs and
documents from the Austin History
Center, I was able to craft persuasive
letters of support and presentations
to the Austin Historic Landmark
Commission that helped defeat the demolition attempt. That
experience made me realize the critical importance of the mission
of the AHCA. It would be very meaningful to me to help assure that
the resources of the AHC continue to be available to others who are
passionate about our city’s history.”

AHCA Employs COVID-19 Workarounds
The work of the AHCA continues, even in this challenging time.
Although the Austin History Center and the AHCA office within the
AHC are closed due to Austin’s Stay at Home — Work Safe Order,
AHCA Executive Director Jeff Cohen and Membership Coordinator
Dane Anderson are working from home and keeping up with the
business of the association. The Executive Committee and Board of
Directors will continue meeting via teleconference.
This edition of the Austin Remembers newsletter is being

delivered digitally instead of through the U. S. Postal Service,
another example of how the Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic is
inspiring new ways of conducting business.
AHCA has also suspend the sale of Waterloo Press books and
other materials, which cannot be distributed at this time. Any
purchases that are made through the AustinHistory.net website will
be considered as pre-orders that will be filled and delivered after the
AHCA office is re-opened.

KEEP AUSTIN H ISTORY
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Renew your Austin History
Center Association membership
at www.AustinHistory.net

Life Members Blaze Trail for Others to Follow
Three AHCA members recently took advantage of an opportunity to
extend their AHCA memberships for life, earning them special status
and benefits.
The newest AHCA Life members are noted Austin architect Alan
Schumann and his wife Nancy, former AHCA Board President Ann
Dolce and her husband Leonard, and Meta Butler Hunt, a descendant
of the noted Michael Butler Family, founders of Elgin-Butler Brick.
The AHCA Board reactivated the $5000 Life Member category
in July 2019.
“It is really exciting to see long-time Austinites embrace this
revived concept of lifetime membership,” said Dane Anderson,
AHCA membership coordinator. “We have not seen these kinds of
special members during the last 25 years. It is a great sign of a
reinvigorated organization.”
Proceeds from Life Memberships are immediately sent to the
Austin Community Foundation, which manages the 1983 AHCA
Endowment for the association. The principle paid for a Life
Membership is never spent and the annual interest goes to cover the
costs of day-to-day operations of the AHCA in perpetuity.
“We applaud these trailblazers and we hope more and more of
our great members will elect to become Life Members,” said AHCA

President Lee Cooke. “Their dues are now covered for life, and they
are listed as annual sponsors of the Eberly luncheon. They also
receive special recognition at annual meetings and other events.”
If you’d like to become an AHCA Life Member, visit the AHCA
website or send your Life Membership payment of $5,000 to the
AHCA office at PO Box 2287, Austin, TX 78768.

 AHCA Life Member Ann Dolce

 AHCA Life Member Meta Butler Hunt

NEW OR RENEWING AHCA MEMBERS: DECEMBER 6, 2019 – MARCH 8, 2020

Hon. Steve Adler
Mary Arnold
Monte Akers
Austin Club
Patricia Baldwin
Linda Ball
Richard Battle
Monica Beatty
David Bodenman
Peggy Davis Braun and
David Braun
Annelise Bretch
Barbara Bridges
Mike Buls
Steve W. Butler
Kevin Byrne
Karen Carl
Sunny Casarez
Julie Chase
Capitol Chevrolet
Carrie Ciliberto
Gail and Bob Coffee
George M Coldwell
Don Cook
Ann & Don Cooper

Helen Covert
James “Jim” Davis
Mandy Dealey
Henry Delagarza
Paullette Delahoussaye
Carol & Sandy Dochen
Ann and Fred Dure
Sue Edwards
Rachel Elder
John Espinosa
Ida and John Falvey
Robert Farago
Cornelia Foster
Beth Fowler
Jan Lehman Geistman
Alan Geistman
Robert Godwin
Ann Graham
Larry Graham
Beth and Tom Granger
Brad Greenblum
Jane and Brian Greig
Catherine Hanna
Martha Hartzog
Sarah Harriman

Mike “Mitch” Harris
H-E-B
Erika Herndon
Alan Hill
Sherry and Thomas Hill
Michael Holleran
Nefertitti Jackmon
Melissa and Frank
Jackson
Arlen W. Johnson
Gordon and Robert
Johnson
Scott Joslove
Karen Kahan
Mary Kahle
Geoffrey A. Keats
Tina Kemmerer
Ann Keyser
Karen Kocher
Felicia Kongable
Beth Krueger
Mark Lambert
Diane Land
Butch Lawson
Steve Leach

Clay Leben
Lisa Lee
Kimberly Levinson
John Luedecke
Luedecke Memorial
Fund
Shawn Malone
Debbie Martin
Lori Martin
David Matthis
Bob McBee
Mitchell McGovern
Ann McIver
Jenniann Woody
McKnight
Kim McKnight
Joseph Miller
Millett Opera House
Foundation
Rosemary Morrow
Jean Mueller
Virginia Nokes
Elliott Naishtat
Tom Noonan
Phyllis and Jerry Nugent
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Cynthia O’Keeffe
Nancy Oelz

Nancy and Alan
Schumann

Lanny Ottosen

Randi Shade

Lolla Page

Helen Spears

Linda Perry

Margaret “Marty”
Stephens

Cyndy Perkins
Peggy Pickle
Elizabeth Porterfield
Forrest Preece
Sue and Dr. Clift Price
MariBen Ramsey
Floann Randle

Harry Swinney
Kay Taebel
David Talbot
Keith Taniguchi
Texas Gas Service
Beverly Smith Thomas

Max Rice

Toni Thomasson

Ken Richardson

Robert Tieman

Frances Rickard

Erin Waelder

Mark Rowe

Dalton Wallace

Patricia Rowe

Martha Koock Ward

Caroline Russ

Dennis Waley

Bob Rutishauser

Margaret Walsh

Karen Saadeh

Diane Weihs

Cecily Sailer

Karen & Charles Werth

Libby Butler Santos

Bette Williams

Ranjan Satija

Victoria Wilson

Jacqui Schraad

Vanessa & Jack Wolfe

www.austinhistory.net

Share Your Stories,
Photos, Artwork Relating
to COVID-19 Pandemic
Our community’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, like the response of
many other communities across our nation and world, is somewhat surreal.
Businesses have shut their doors, public gatherings have been prohibited,
and usually congested streets are now easily navigated at posted speeds.
People are staying at home and when they do go out, they’re practicing a new
concept: social distancing.
The Austin History Center wants to collect your stories documenting life in
Austin during the COVID-19 pandemic, then preserve and share those stories.
To learn more, visit the Austin History Center website.

Interesting Reading Online
After conducting research at the Austin History Center, AHCA board member
Lori Duran recently posted an article about the unfortunate life of Texas’ 10th
governor, Pendleton Murrah, and a long-forgotten robbery and gunfight at the
Texas state treasury just after the end of the Civil War. Look for the article, and
other history-related posts, on the Travis County Historical Commission blog at
TravisCountyHistorical.blogspot.com.
Portrait of Pendleton Murrah, 10th Governor of Texas. ▶

A Word About Our Public Events
Along with the rest of Austin and Travis County, AHCA has curtailed its activities to limit potential for spread of the coronavirus COVID-19. This includes the two events scheduled for May 17 at Chateau Bellevue, the AHCA Annual Meeting and Membership Spotlight
Event. Both have been postponed. For the most up-to-date information on AHCA-related events, visit AustinHistory.net.
The Austin History Center, along with the rest of the Austin Public Library system, is also closed to the public. However, AHC staff members are still answering reference questions by email and adding new content to AHC online exhibits pages. Visit the AHC website or
follow AHC on social media to keep up to date with new online content. The City of Austin website has the latest information on library
and AHC closings.
We wish you good health, especially in this time of uncertainty.

